
5th Grade/Reading-Unit 1-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113778
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Perspective and Connections
In this unit, students will convene in book clubs within a week or two of the start of the year. Students will analyze the different texts, noticing the roles that characters play in
advancing (or pushing back against) a theme. They will study the ways an author sculpts a particular character, develops a plotline, and describes a setting or another element of a
story. They will also identify the point of view of the narrator or speaker in the text and describe how this point of view influences the description of events.
Students will explain the events of a story or what a poem says using specific, accurate quotes directly from the text--providing quotes from the text to support inferences.  After
establishing a text’s explicit meaning, students will determine the theme, identifying key ideas, especially how characters respond to challenges in stories and dramas, or how the
speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic.  Students will draw on key details to summarize a text.  Students will identify the point of view of the narrator or speaker in the text and
describe how this point of view influences the description of the events.
Students will read a variety of literary texts and draw on key details to determine the point of view of the narrator/speaker and the influence this has on the text (e.g., plot, theme). 
Students will use quotes from a text to support their inferences.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Key Ideas and Details
Quote accurately from a text, and make
relevant connections when explaining what
the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text. (RL.5.1)
Determine the key details in a story, drama
or poem to identify the theme and to
summarize the text. (RL.5.2)
Compare and contrast two or more characters,
settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing
on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact). (RL.5.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative
language such as metaphors and similes. (RL.5.4)
Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s
point of view influences how events are
described (RL.5.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) the treatment of similar
themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers quote from a text to make

connections and inferences in order to explain what
an author says explicitly and implicitly. 

U2 A narrator/speaker’s point of view influences the way
in which key details and events are described and
provide the reader a unique interpretation of the plot
and theme.

U3 Effective readers summarize text in order to integrate
the central messages and important ideas in a
meaningful way.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I deepen my understanding of a text by

making relevant connections and inferences with the
text?

Q2 How does the narrator/character’s point of view shape
and direct the text? 

Q3 How might summarizing strategies improve my
understanding of a text?

Acquisition

Page 1 of 3
Report produced by Eduplanet21 on: Fri, April 23, 2021 at 3:35 PM



evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in
stories, myths, and traditional literature from
different cultures. (RL.5.8)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed. (RL.5.9)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words
(RF.5.3)

Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound
correspondences, syllabication patterns, and
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in
context and out of context. (RF.5.3A)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.5.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding (RF.5.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.5.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary. (RF.5.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

Knowledge of Language
Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for
meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.
(L.5.3A)

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Explicit
Inference
Textual Evidence
Conclude
Author’s Purpose
Quote
Theme
Drama
Character(s)
Reflect
Topic 
Summarize
Conflict
Resolution
Solution
Influence
Author
Narrator
Point of View
Connections 
Interpretation 

K2 Strategies for summarizing text

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can explain the events of a story or poem, using

specific, accurate quotes taken directly from the text.

S2 I can provide quotes from a text to support my
inferences.

S3 I can determine the theme, identifying key details,
especially how characters respond to challenges in
stories and dramas.

S4 I can summarize the text.

S5 I can identify the point of view of the narrator or
speaker in the text and describe how this point of
view influences the description of the events.

S6 I can compare and contrast.
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Compare and contrast the varieties of English
(e.g., dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas,
or poems. (L.5.3B)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies. (L.5.4)

Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and
comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of
a word or phrase (L.5.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis) (L.5.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and
phrases. (L.5.4C)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
(L.5.5)

Interpret figurative language, including similes
and metaphors, in context. (L.5.5A)
Recognize and explain the meaning of common
idioms, adages, and proverbs (L.5.5B)
Use the relationship between particular words
(e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to
better understand each of the words. (L.5.5C)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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5th Grade/Reading-Unit 2-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113779
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Comparison and Structure/Form
Students will break down the structure of a text to compare and contrast events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts, noting patterns such as chronology, cause/effect,
or problem/solution.  Students will explain what the text is about, using specific, accurate quotes directly from the text.  They will provide quotes from the text to support inferences.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Key Ideas and Details
Quote accurately from a text and make
relevant connections when explaining what
the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text. (RL.5.1)
Determine two or more main ideas of a text and
explain how they are supported by key details;
summarize the text. (RI.5.2)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.
(RI.5.4)
Compare and contrast the overall structure
(e.g., chronology, comparison,
cause/effect, problem/solution) of events,
ideas, concepts, or information in two or
more texts. (RI.5.5)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Draw on information from multiple print or
digital sources, demonstrating the ability to
locate an answer to a question quickly or to
solve a problem efficiently. (RI.5.7)
Explain how an author uses reasons and
evidence to support particular points in a text,
identifying which reasons and evidence support
which point(s). (RI.5.8)
Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) information from
several texts on the same topic in order to write

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Quoting accurately from a text helps readers

summarize and determine the explicit and implicit
main ideas of a text. 

U2 Effective readers summarize and analyze the
structure of a text in order to understand the main
ideas and concepts.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I use the text to support my thinking?  Why

do readers quote from what they read?

Q2 How does the structure of a text shape my
understanding of the main idea? How does the text
structure help me analyze the key details in a text?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
(RI.5.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
By the end of year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed. (RI.5.10)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words
(RF.5.3)

Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound
correspondences, syllabication patterns, and
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in
context and out of context. (RF.5.3A)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.5.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding (RF.5.4A)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary. (RF.5.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Quote
Explicit
Inference (Drawing Inferences)
Accurate
Conclude
Support
Evidence
Generalization
Chronological order
Cause and Effect
Compare/Contrast
Problem/Solution
Structure
Events
Concepts

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can explain what the text is about, using specific,

accurate quotes directly from the text.

S2 I can provide quotes from a text to support my
inferences.

S3 I can break down the structure of a text to compare
and contrast events, ideas, and concepts, or
information in two or more texts.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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5th Grade/Reading-Unit 3-Literature/Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113780
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Perspective and Comparison
Social issues refer to issues that affect many people, not just one person or one character. Students are encouraged to be sensitive and critical in their reading and in their
conversations. Through their reading, students can watch characters deal with social issues, and from this, they can learn, themselves, how they might deal with such challenging
issues. Students can learn to deal with social issues in the world by studying them in books.
After establishing a text’s explicit meaning, students will identify two or more central ideas (informational text) and/or determine the theme (literary text), identifying key ideas,
especially how characters respond to challenges in stories and dramas.  Students will also identify the point of view of multiple accounts of the same event or topic (informational text)
and analyze the similarities and differences they represent.  When reading literary text, they will identify the point of view of the narrator or speaker in the text and describe how this
point of view influences the description of the events.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Key Ideas and Details
Quote accurately from a text, and make relevant
connections when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the
text. (RL.5.1)
Determine the key details in a story, drama
or poem to identify the theme and to
summarize the text. (RL.5.2)
Compare and contrast two or more characters,
settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing
on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact). (RL.5.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative
language such as metaphors and similes. (RL.5.4)
Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s
point of view influences how events are
described (RL.5.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Analyze how visual and multimedia elements
contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a
text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia
presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem).
(RL.5.7)
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) the treatment of similar
themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and
evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in
stories, myths, and traditional literature from
different cultures. (RL.5.8)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed. (RL.5.9)

Key Ideas and Details
Quote accurately from a text and make relevant
connections when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the
text. (RL.5.1)
Determine two or more main ideas of a
text and explain how they are supported
by key details; summarize the text. (RI.5.2)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.
(RI.5.4)
Analyze multiple accounts of the same
event or topic, noting important
similarities and differences in the point of
view they represent. (RI.5.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) information from
several texts on the same topic in order to write
or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
(RI.5.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
By the end of year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed. (RI.5.10)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.5.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding (RF.5.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.5.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary. (RF.5.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 A narrator/speaker’s point of view influences the way

in which key details and events are described and
provide the reader a unique interpretation of the
problems the narrator faces.

U2 Effective readers analyze multiple accounts of the
same topic to understand the way in which
perspective affects the way a topic is addressed.

U3 Effective readers summarize text in order to integrate
the central messages and important ideas in a
meaningful way.

U4 The world needs informed readers who analyze both
sides of an issue and think deeply enough to question
what they read.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How does point of view shape and direct the text?

Q2  How does reading multiple texts on the same topic
shape and direct my understanding of the topic?

Q3 How can readers share their understanding of a text?

Q4 How can I live a more informed life and advocate for
what I believe in?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Theme
Detail
Characters
Reflect
Topic
Summarize
Conflict
Resolution
Solution
Influence
Author
Narrator
Speaker (in Text)
Point of View
Main Idea(s)
Support
Summarize
Key Details
Explain
Similarities 
Differences

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can determine the theme, identifying key ideas,

especially how characters respond to challenges in
stories and dramas.

S2 I can identify two or more central ideas in a text.

S3 I can summarize a text.

S4 I can identify the point of view of the narrator or
speaker in the text and describe how this influences
the sequence of events.

S5 I can identify the point of view of multiple accounts of
the same event or topic and analyze the similarities
and differences they represent.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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5th Grade/Reading-Unit 4-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113781
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in 
In this unit students will read across multiple points of view on topics or issues, comparing ideas, information and perspectives. They will come to understand that this is what it takes to
be an informed citizen- understanding different positions on issues and the reasons behind these positions, analyzing the strengths and merits of each of these positions and ultimately,
forming one’s own thoughtful viewpoint on an issue. By the end of this unit, students will have learned how to compare the ideas and perspectives of many authors and how to
formulate their own evidence-based, ethical positions on issues.
Students will examine several texts on the same topic in order to integrate the information and apply it in written or spoken form to demonstrate knowledge.  They will identify the point
of view of multiple accounts of the same event or topic and analyze the similarities and differences they represent, and they will look for relationships between two or more people,
events, ideas or concepts (within a text) by first determining which people, events, ideas, or concepts play an influential role--observing how these people, events, ideas, or concepts
influence each other over time.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Key Ideas and Details
Quote accurately from a text and make relevant
connections when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the
text. (RL.5.1)
Determine two or more main ideas of a text and
explain how they are supported by key details;
summarize the text. (RI.5.2)
Explain the relationships or interactions
between two or more individuals, events,
ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific,
or technical text based on specific
information in the text. (RI.5.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.
(RI.5.4)
Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g.,
chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or
information in two or more texts. (RI.5.5)
Analyze multiple accounts of the same
event or topic, noting important
similarities and differences in the point of

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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view they represent. (RI.5.6)
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

Draw on information from multiple print or
digital sources, demonstrating the ability to
locate an answer to a question quickly or to
solve a problem efficiently. (RI.5.7)
Explain how an author uses reasons and
evidence to support particular points in a text,
identifying which reasons and evidence support
which point(s). (RI.5.8)
Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) information from
several texts on the same topic in order to
write or speak about the subject
knowledgeably. (RI.5.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
By the end of year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed. (RI.5.10)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.5.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding (RF.5.4A)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary. (RF.5.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers recognize that an author’s

organizational techniques affect the overall meaning
of a text.

U2 A text’s central message is defined by the author's
point of view; author's point of view influences the
manner in which the information is presented.

U3 Text varies in the types and complexity of information
provided; information gained from multiple sources
can enhance understanding.

U4 Effective readers reflect on information from multiple
texts and accounts in order to compare and contrast
and to show their deep understanding of an issue.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How does an author develop relationships and

interactions between ideas in informational text? How
do these relationships and interactions help readers
better understand the text?

Q2 How does an author’s point of view affect the way in
which events and concepts are described?  How does
analyzing more than one text on the same topic help
the reader interpret an author’s intent?

Q3 How does analyzing more than one text on the same
topic help the reader build knowledge?

Q4 How can I be sure that the information I am
researching is accurate, substantiated, and ethical?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Events
Concepts
Ideas
Interactions
Relationship
Historical
Scientific
Technical
Information
Topic
Similarities
Differences
Point of View
Accounts
Compare
Contrast
Differ
Integrate

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can identify the relationships and connections

between people, events, ideas, procedures, and steps
in an informational text.

S2 I can identify the point of view of multiple accounts of
the same event or topic and analyze the similarities
and differences they represent.

S3 I can examine several texts on the same topic in order
to integrate the information and apply it in written or
spoken form to demonstrate knowledge.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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5th Grade/Reading-Unit 5-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113782
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

This unit of study is designed as a book club unit. Since fantasy novels are inherently complex, students will benefit from the intellectual support of book club conversations, learning to
use their book clubs to build collaborative interpretations. Fantasy text allows students to study strong characters, setting and themes, through a new avenue.  Students will read
analytically as they consider how authors begin a book by establishing the setting as both a physical and a psychological place.  They will think metaphorically as they explore the
quests and themes within and across their novels and they will engage more deeply as they consider the implications of conflicts, themes and lessons learned. 

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Key Ideas and Details
Quote accurately from a text, and make relevant
connections when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the
text. (RL.5.1)
Determine the key details in a story, drama
or poem to identify the theme and to
summarize the text. (RL.5.2)
Compare and contrast two or more
characters, settings, or events in a story or
drama, drawing on specific details in the
text (e.g., how characters interact). (RL.5.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative
language such as metaphors and similes. (RL.5.4)
Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or
stanzas fits together to provide the overall
structure of a particular story, drama, or poem
(RL.5.5)
Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of
view influences how events are described (RL.5.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Analyze how visual and multimedia elements
contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a
text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia
presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem).
(RL.5.7)
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers summarize text in order to integrate

the themes and important ideas in a meaningful way.

U2 Readers compare and contrast different elements in
fiction texts in order to have a deeper understanding
of the characters, settings, symbols, and themes.

U3 Authors of fantasy stories successfully integrate
imaginary worlds and situations that address real-life
challenges.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How might summarizing strategies improve my

understanding of a text?

Q2 How can I deepen my understanding of a text by
comparing and contrasting fictional elements?

Q3 How can reading a fantasy story allow me to think
about my own personal challenges?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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background knowledge) the treatment of similar
themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and
evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in
stories, myths, and traditional literature from
different cultures. (RL.5.8)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed. (RL.5.9)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words
(RF.5.3)

Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound
correspondences, syllabication patterns, and
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in
context and out of context. (RF.5.3A)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.5.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding (RF.5.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.5.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary. (RF.5.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Internal/External Quest
Protagonist
Antagonist
Stock Characters
Flat Characters
Round Characters
Static Characters
Dynamic Characters
Theme
Symbolism
Compare/contrast

K2 Analyzing settings

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can understand the quest structure of fantasy texts.

S2 I can determine key details from the text in order to
summarize and determine the theme.

S3 I can compare and contrast characters, settings,
symbols, and themes.

S4 I can analyze types of characters and settings in
fictional fantasy worlds.
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grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies. (L.5.4)

Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and
comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of
a word or phrase (L.5.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis) (L.5.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and
phrases. (L.5.4C)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
(L.5.5)

Interpret figurative language, including similes
and metaphors, in context. (L.5.5A)
Recognize and explain the meaning of common
idioms, adages, and proverbs (L.5.5B)
Use the relationship between particular words
(e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to
better understand each of the words. (L.5.5C)

Knowledge of Language
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal
contrast, addition, and other logical relationships
(e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly,
moreover, in addition) (L.5.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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5th Grade/Reading-Unit 6-Literature/Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113783
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

This unit was designed to introduce students to the idea that readers often have favorite authors and read multiple texts written by that author.  The students will also come to
understand that we are drawn to certain authors because of their particular crafts they use when they write. 
A Study in Craft and Perspective
In this unit, students will be reading both literary and informational texts by authors whose craft inspires them to consistently seek out their books.  
Students will examine several informational texts on the same topic in order to integrate the information and apply it in written or spoken for to demonstrate knowledge.  As students
explore these texts, they will identify two or more central ideas --examining how these are supported through specific details.  Students will also identify the point of view of multiple
accounts of the same event or topic--analyzing the similarities and differences they represent.
Students will read various stories in the same genre in order to compare and contrast their approaches to similar themes and topics.  Students will identify the point of view of the
narrator or speaker and describe how this point of view influences and shapes the story, and they will draw on key ideas from these texts to explain how characters respond to the
challenges they face.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Key Ideas and Details
Quote accurately from a text, and make relevant
connections when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the
text. (RL.5.1)
Determine the key details in a story, drama
or poem to identify the theme and to
summarize the text. (RL.5.2)
Compare and contrast two or more characters,
settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing
on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact). (RL.5.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative
language such as metaphors and similes. (RL.5.4)
Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or
stanzas fits together to provide the overall
structure of a particular story, drama, or poem
(RL.5.5)
Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s
point of view influences how events are
described (RL.5.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g.
practical knowledge, historical/cultural
context, and background knowledge) the
treatment of similar themes and topics
(e.g., opposition of good and evil) and
patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in
stories, myths, and traditional literature
from different cultures. (RL.5.8)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed. (RL.5.9)

Key Ideas and Details
Quote accurately from a text and make relevant
connections when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the
text. (RL.5.1)
Determine two or more main ideas of a
text and explain how they are supported
by key details; summarize the text. (RI.5.2)
Explain the relationships or interactions between
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical
text based on specific information in the text.
(RI.5.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.
(RI.5.4)
Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g.,
chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or
information in two or more texts. (RI.5.5)
Analyze multiple accounts of the same
event or topic, noting important
similarities and differences in the point of
view they represent. (RI.5.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) information from
several texts on the same topic in order to
write or speak about the subject
knowledgeably. (RI.5.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
By the end of year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed. (RI.5.10)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.5.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding (RF.5.4A)

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers use summarizing strategies; identify

main ideas, key details and a theme in the text.

U2 A text’s central message is defined by the author's
point of view; a narrator/ speaker’s point of view
influences the way in which key details and events are
described and provide the reader a unique
interpretation of the author’s purpose

U3 Effective readers analyze (compare/contrast) multiple
accounts of the same topic to understand the way in
which perspective affects the way a story is told.

U4 Authors create a product that demonstrates style and
craftsmanship; readers create meaning by identifying
and understanding the author’s craft.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can readers share their understanding of a text?

In what ways can I use the details of text and the
lesson or message to recognize the genre and its
purpose?

Q2 How does the author’s point of view shape and direct
the text? How might a narrator's point of view draw
my attention towards an author’s purpose?

Q3 How do multiple accounts of the same topic shape
and direct my understanding of events? How might
comparing and contrasting strategies improve my
understanding of a text?

Q4 How can my understanding of an author’s craft help
me make meaning of a text?  What can I learn from
an author’s craft?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Point of View
Narrator
Author’s purpose
Summarize
Connection
Compare/contrast
Interpretation
Main idea
Themes

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can reflect on the texts in order to understand an

author’s purpose.

S2 I can determine key details from the text in order to
summarize.

S3 I can compare and contrast multiple accounts on the
same issue.

S4 I can determine the unique point of view of the
speaker.

S5 I can compare two or more main ideas in a text in
order to deepen my comprehension.
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Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.5.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary. (RF.5.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text or present an opinion,
sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace. (SL.5.4)
Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics,
sound) and visual displays in presentations when
appropriate to enhance the development of
main ideas or themes. (SL.5.5)
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
using formal English when appropriate to task
and situation (SL.5.6)
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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5th Grade/Writing-Unit 1-Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113784
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Creativity and Purpose
In this unit, students will understand that narrative writers use detail and description to elaborate. As Fifth graders, they must elaborate more to develop their stories, and more
specifically their characters. Students will learn to use specificity in their writing, rereading to check for elaboration and returning to important sections to stretch them out bit by bit.
Students should be clear in why they are telling the story so they make craft decisions with purposes in mind. Students will angle their stories to highlight themes. Their writing will
allow the audience to experience the story as the writer re-experiences the event.
Students will write narratives with events that are arranged into authentic sequences that unfold naturally, adding dialogue, pacing, and description to bring the story and its
characters alive.  In addition, students will choose words with care in order to convey the experiences or events being described.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
(W.5.3)

Orient the reader by establishing a
situation and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence
that unfolds naturally (W.5.3A)
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue,
description, and pacing, to develop
experiences and events or show the
responses of characters to situations
(W.5.3B)
Use a variety of transitional words,
phrases, and clauses to manage the
sequence of events (W.5.3C)
Use concrete words and phrases and
sensory details to convey experiences and
events precisely (W.5.3D)
Provide a conclusion that follows from the
narrated experiences or events (W.5.3E)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.5.4)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective writers manage a natural sequence of

events in writing by using a variety of transitional
words, phrases, and clauses.

U2 The use of narrative techniques such as dialogue,
description, sensory details, and concrete words and
phrases help effective writers develop experiences
and events in a story.

U3 We write to inform, entertain, and/or challenge
thinking; writing provides the opportunity to
communicate with others and to clarify beliefs and
thoughts.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How does the way events and experiences are

sequenced affect the meaning of my writing?

Q2 How do writers make creative choices to construct
meaning?

Q3 Why do writers write? How does what and why I write
influence how I write?
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With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach. (W.5.5)

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts
to support analysis, reflection, and research (W.5.9)

Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature
(e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more
characters, settings, or events in a story or a
drama, drawing on specific details in the text
[e.g., how characters interact]”) (W.5.9A)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.5.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Narrative
Narrator
Characters
Sequence
Dialogue
Pacing
Description
Temporal Words
Precise
Conclusion

K2 Narrative writing techniques

K3 How to write dialogue

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write a narrative about a real or imagined

experience or event.

S2 I can use sensory details and story structures that
make clear what is happening and who is involved.

S3 I can arrange events into authentic sequences that
unfold naturally, adding dialogue, pacing, and
description to bring the story and its characters alive.

S4 I can use various transitional words, phrases, and
clauses that orient readers to the sequence of events.

S5 I can choose words that evoke the full range of
sensory details needed to convey the experiences or
events being described.

S6 I can give the story an ending that makes sense in
light of all that came before it and provides a
satisfying conclusion.

S7 I can use narrative techniques (e.g., dialogue, pacing,
description, etc.) to develop experiences and events
in my stories.

S8 I can draft, revise, edit, and publish a writing piece.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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5th Grade/Writing-Unit 2-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113785
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Investigation and Form/Structure
This unit is designed to support students' writing of informational texts within a content-area or topic. Students will come to see that their understanding of a topic strengthens their
writing and that writing about a topic extends their learning about it.
Students will gather information from several sources and investigate different aspects of a topic in order to conduct a short research project and build understanding.  Students will
draw on their research to write a well-crafted informational text on this topic.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
(W.5.2)

Introduce a topic clearly to provide a focus
and group related information logically;
include text features such as headings,
illustrations, and multimedia when useful
to aiding comprehension. (W.5.2A)
Develop the topic with facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the
topic. (W.5.2B)
Link ideas within paragraphs and sections
of information using words, phrases, and
clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially).
(W.5.2C)
Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic. (W.5.2D)
Provide a conclusion related to the
information of explanation presented.
(W.5.2E)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.5.4)
With guidance and support from peers and

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers develop a topic through the use of concrete

information and examples from a variety of
valid/credible sources.

U2 Effective writers use text features and domain specific
vocabulary to convey information clearly.

U3 We write to inform, entertain, and/or challenge
thinking; writing provides the opportunity to
communicate with others and to clarify beliefs and
thoughts.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do I convey information accurately?  How do I

know if my researched information is reliable and
valid?

Q2 How do text features and vocabulary affect the main
idea of my writing?

Q3 Why do writers write? How does what and why I write
influence how I write?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach. (W.5.5)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Conduct short research projects that use several
sources to build knowledge through investigation
of different perspectives of a topic. (W.5.7)
Recall relevant information from experiences or
gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; summarize or paraphrase
information in notes and finished work, and
provide a list of sources (W.5.8)

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts
to support analysis, reflection, and research (W.5.9)

Apply grade 5 Reading standards to
informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author
uses reasons and evidence to support particular
points in a text, identifying which reasons and
evidence support which point[s]”). (W.5.9B)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.5.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text or present an
opinion, sequencing ideas logically and
using appropriate facts and relevant,

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Nonfiction
Topic
Focus
Logical
Categories
Conclusion
Research
Internet Search
Bibliography
Investigation
Cite Source
Synthesize

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write an informative/explanatory text that

examines a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

S2 I can choose only the details and information related
to a topic.

S3 I can organize my writing in paragraphs and sections
with headings.

S4 I can incorporate illustrations and use multimedia
elements.

S5 I can use quotations when including facts,
definitions, concrete details, and evidence.

S6 I can use linking words in my writing.

S7 I can use precise vocabulary and words specific to
the topic.

S8 I can write a concluding statement that relates all
the information or explanations presented.

S9 I can gather information from several sources and
investigate different aspects of a topic in order to
conduct a short research project and build
knowledge.

S10 I can draft, revise, edit, and publish a writing piece.
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descriptive details to support main ideas
or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace. (SL.5.4)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.5.1)

Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I
have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses
(L.5.1B)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.5.2)

Use a comma to set off the words yes and no
(e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question
from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t
it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that
you, Steve?). (L.5.2C)

Knowledge of Language
Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for
meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.
(L.5.3A)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
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Alignment Code Learning Activities
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5th Grade/Writing-Unit 3-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113786
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Empathy and Structure/Style
In the reading unit 3, students are exploring how authors help their readers learn to deal with challenging issues they face in their lives. In this writing unit, students will draw on these
mentor texts as they address a social issue they have personally experienced or witnessed by . . .
Write an informative/explanatory text on a topic (e.g., a challenging issue).

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
(W.5.2)

Introduce a topic clearly to provide a focus
and group related information logically;
include text features such as headings,
illustrations, and multimedia when useful
to aiding comprehension. (W.5.2A)
Develop the topic with facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the
topic. (W.5.2B)
Link ideas within paragraphs and sections
of information using words, phrases, and
clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially).
(W.5.2C)
Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic. (W.5.2D)
Provide a conclusion related to the
information of explanation presented.
(W.5.2E)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.5.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 When writing informational text, if a visual will help

the reader make sense of something, we include this;
however, there are times when a simple, clear
statement is best.

U2 Writers have to make meaningful decisions when
structuring their texts (e.g., to inform, to explain, to
teach, etc.) and communicate in meaningful ways to
achieve their intended purpose.

U3 Writing about something leads you to see more in it--
to notice things you might pass by otherwise and to
have new and original thoughts about it.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 What should we tell and what should we describe to

make information clear?

Q2 How does the structure of a text reflect the author’s
purpose and contribute to the understanding of the
text?  How do I convey my message and thoughts in a
meaningful way?

Q3 What are the secrets to powerful informational
writing?

Acquisition
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needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach. (W.5.5)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Recall relevant information from experiences or
gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; summarize or paraphrase
information in notes and finished work, and
provide a list of sources (W.5.8)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.5.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.5.1)

Explain the function of conjunctions,
prepositions, and interjections in general and
their function in particular sentences (L.5.1A)
Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I
have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses
(L.5.1B)
Use verb tense to convey various times,
sequences, states, and conditions. (L.5.1C)
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
verb tense. (L.5.1D)
Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or,
neither/nor) (L.5.1E)

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Sequence
Transition words
Problem
Social Issues
Point of View
Nonfiction
Text Features
Domain Specific Vocabulary
Claim
Thesis
Reasons
Evidence
Topics
Subtopics
Topic Sentence
Summarize
Citation
Bias

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can use a variety of transition words to put events in

a sequential order.

S2 I can analyze real world challenges and issues that
character’s face and express that in my writing.

S3 I can use text features to aid in comprehension.

S4 I can develop reasons and evidence to support a
thesis.

S5 I can create topics and subtopics to organize the
research in my writing.

S6 I can determine when to summarize or quote
information.

S7 I can write topic sentences.

S8 I can draft, revise, edit, and publish a writing piece.
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Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.5.2)

Use punctuation to separate items in a series
(L.5.2A)
Use a comma to separate an introductory
element from the rest of the sentence (L.5.2B)
Use a comma to set off the words yes and no
(e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question
from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t
it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that
you, Steve?). (L.5.2C)
Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to
indicate titles of works (L.5.2D)
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly,
consulting references as needed. (L.5.2E)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies. (L.5.4)

Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and
comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of
a word or phrase (L.5.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis) (L.5.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and
phrases. (L.5.4C)

Knowledge of Language
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal
contrast, addition, and other logical relationships
(e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly,
moreover, in addition) (L.5.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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5th Grade/Writing-Unit 4-Opinion/Research

Unit #: Chest-00113787
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Inquiry, Ethics and Persuasion
In this unit, students will craft arguments in which they structure their writing so that it includes claims that are supported by reasons and backed by evidence from several sources
gathered through research.  
As part of this, students will learn to sort, weigh, and order evidence. They will learn to suspend judgment, to read critically, to note-take, to build an argument, and to revise and
rethink and rebuild. Since students will be challenged to consider audience appeal and counterargument, this unit will emphasize partner talk--but in a new way. Students will engage
in productive debate.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons and information. (W.5.1)

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an
opinion, and create an organizational
structure in which ideas are logically
grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
(W.5.1A)
Provide logically ordered reasons that are
supported by facts and details from
text(s), quote directly from text when
appropriate. (W.5.1B)
Link opinion and reasons using words,
phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently,
specifically). (W.5.1C)
Provide a conclusion related to the opinion
presented. (W.5.1D)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.5.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach. (W.5.5)
With some guidance and support from adults
and peers, use technology, including the

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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Internet, to produce and publish writing as well
as to interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding
skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single
sitting (W.5.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Conduct short research projects that use
several sources to build knowledge
through investigation of different
perspectives of a topic. (W.5.7)
Recall relevant information from experiences or
gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; summarize or paraphrase
information in notes and finished work, and
provide a list of sources (W.5.8)

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts
to support analysis, reflection, and research (W.5.9)

Apply grade 5 Reading standards to
informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author
uses reasons and evidence to support particular
points in a text, identifying which reasons and
evidence support which point[s]”). (W.5.9B)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.5.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers incorporate a mix of their personal

opinion with concrete reasons and evidence to make
an argumentative claim.

U2 We write to inform, entertain, and/or challenge
thinking; writing provides the opportunity to
communicate with others and to clarify beliefs and
thoughts.

U3 Effective readers evaluate arguments by
understanding the claim that a source is making.

U4 Strong/Proficient speakers make deliberate choices
regarding sequencing,using appropriate and relevant
facts and details, and expression/delivery to capture
and maintain the audience.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How does a mix of opinion and reasons provide the

reader with a well rounded argument?

Q2 Why do writers write? How does what and why I write
influence how I write?

Q3 How can I adopt an ethical research life to best gather
information on a topic?

Q4 How do I best present my opinion?  What does it
mean to be an effective communicator?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)

Page 2 of 4
Report produced by Eduplanet21 on: Fri, April 23, 2021 at 3:36 PM



Report on a topic or text or present an
opinion, sequencing ideas logically and
using appropriate facts and relevant,
descriptive details to support main ideas
or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace. (SL.5.4)
Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics,
sound) and visual displays in presentations when
appropriate to enhance the development of
main ideas or themes. (SL.5.5)
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
using formal English when appropriate to task
and situation (SL.5.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Organization
Opinion
Stance
Phrases
Clauses
Transitions
Concluding Statement
Facts
Details
Logical
Logically (logic)
Topic(s)
Research
Database
Internet Search
Bibliography
Investigation
Cite Sources
Synthesize
Deliver
Appropriate
Specific
Sequencing
Recite
Expression
Gesture

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write opinion pieces that support a point of view

on a topic or text.

S2 I can introduce the text by saying what my opinion is
and why by providing reasons supported by facts and
details.

S3 I can provide supporting details that are grouped to
support my purpose.

S4 I can choose words, phrases, or clauses to link my
opinion and reason.

S5 I can write a concluding statement or section that is
related to the opinion presented in the introduction.

S6 I can gather information from several sources and
investigate different aspects of a topic in order to
conduct a short research project and build
knowledge.

S7 I can draft, revise, edit, and publish a writing piece.

S8 I can present an opinion on a topic or text in a
sequential manner, including appropriate facts and
descriptive, relevant details.

S9 I can speak clearly at a pace that is understandable
for the audience.

Page 3 of 4
Report produced by Eduplanet21 on: Fri, April 23, 2021 at 3:36 PM



Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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5th Grade/Writing-Unit 5-Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113788
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Creativity
It would be helpful if the unit coincides or follows the fantasy reading unit. This timing can help students read with a special lens, noticing writing craft. Specifically, students will try the
description of fantastical worlds, the insertion of magical objects or characters, the use of symbolism, and so forth. The unit is challenging because students will want to write with the
idea that anything goes. Students must be guided to intentionally plan the storyline with clarity.
Students will draw on the craft of narrative writing to compose a fantasy story that uses effective technique to engage and entertain readers.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
(W.5.3)

Orient the reader by establishing a
situation and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence
that unfolds naturally (W.5.3A)
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue,
description, and pacing, to develop
experiences and events or show the
responses of characters to situations
(W.5.3B)
Use a variety of transitional words,
phrases, and clauses to manage the
sequence of events (W.5.3C)
Use concrete words and phrases and
sensory details to convey experiences and
events precisely (W.5.3D)
Provide a conclusion that follows from the
narrated experiences or events (W.5.3E)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.5.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective writers use their background knowledge

from experiences they have had and knowledge from
what they have learned to write imagined events that
include fantastical characters, description, dialogue,
and events.

U2 Effective writers manage a natural sequence of
events in writing by using a variety of transitional
words, phrases, and clauses.

U3 Fantasy is set in a fictional universe but is grounded
in truth and life experience.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do writers make creative choices to construct

meaning?

Q2 How does the way events and experiences are
sequenced affect the meaning of my writing?

Q3 What is the relationship between fantasy and truth?

Acquisition
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needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach. (W.5.5)
With some guidance and support from adults
and peers, use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing as well
as to interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding
skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single
sitting (W.5.6)

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts
to support analysis, reflection, and research (W.5.9)

Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature
(e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more
characters, settings, or events in a story or a
drama, drawing on specific details in the text
[e.g., how characters interact]”) (W.5.9A)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.5.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.5.1)

Use verb tense to convey various times,
sequences, states, and conditions. (L.5.1C)
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
verb tense. (L.5.1D)

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Internal/External Quest
Protagonist
Antagonist
Stock Characters
Flat Characters
Round Characters
Static Characters
Dynamic Characters
Theme
Symbolism
Compare/contrast
Sequence
Dialogue
Description 
Fantasy

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write a narrative about a real or imagined

experience or event.

S2 I can use sensory details and story structures that
make clear what is happening and who is involved.

S3 I can arrange events into authentic sequences that
unfold naturally, adding dialogue, pacing, and
description to bring the story and its characters alive.

S4 I can use various transitional words, phrases, and
clauses that orient readers to the sequence of events.

S5 I can choose words that evoke the full range of
sensory details needed to convey the experiences or
events being described.

S6 I can give the story an ending that makes sense in
light of all that came before it and provides a
satisfying conclusion.

S7 I can draft, revise, edit, and publish a writing piece.
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Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. (L.5.2)

Use punctuation to separate items in a series
(L.5.2A)
Use a comma to separate an introductory
element from the rest of the sentence (L.5.2B)
Use a comma to set off the words yes and no
(e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question
from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t
it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that
you, Steve?). (L.5.2C)
Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to
indicate titles of works (L.5.2D)
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly,
consulting references as needed. (L.5.2E)

Knowledge of Language
Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for
meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.
(L.5.3A)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
(L.5.5)

Interpret figurative language, including similes
and metaphors, in context. (L.5.5A)
Recognize and explain the meaning of common
idioms, adages, and proverbs (L.5.5B)
Use the relationship between particular words
(e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to
better understand each of the words. (L.5.5C)

Knowledge of Language
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal
contrast, addition, and other logical relationships
(e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly,
moreover, in addition) (L.5.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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5th Grade/Writing-Unit 6-Opinion

Unit #: Chest-00113789
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Marissa Holloway, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 5
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 5th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Logic and Persuasion
In this unit, students will draw upon what they already know about crafting of opinion writing, to think analytically about texts, and to craft claims that can be supported with evidence.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 5-5

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons and information. (W.5.1)

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an
opinion, and create an organizational
structure in which ideas are logically
grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
(W.5.1A)
Provide logically ordered reasons that are
supported by facts and details from
text(s), quote directly from text when
appropriate. (W.5.1B)
Link opinion and reasons using words,
phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently,
specifically). (W.5.1C)
Provide a conclusion related to the opinion
presented. (W.5.1D)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1–3 above.) (W.5.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach. (W.5.5)
With some guidance and support from adults
and peers, use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing as well
as to interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding
skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 A compelling opinion is one that is logically

constructed, grounded in fact and appealing to the
reader’s senses and emotions.

U2 Writers must understand their audience and purpose
of a task before engaging in the writing process.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do I form a logical opinion?  How are compelling

opinions constructed?

Q2 How do I ensure my writing is appropriate for my
audience and purpose?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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sitting (W.5.6)
Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Conduct short research projects that use several
sources to build knowledge through investigation
of different perspectives of a topic. (W.5.7)
Recall relevant information from experiences or
gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; summarize or paraphrase
information in notes and finished work, and
provide a list of sources (W.5.8)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.5.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly (SL.5.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion. (SL.5.1A)
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles (SL.5.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others (SL.5.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions (SL.5.1D)
Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).
(SL.5.2)
Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence. (SL.5.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text or present an opinion,
sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace. (SL.5.4)
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
using formal English when appropriate to task
and situation (SL.5.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Analyze
Argument
Substantiated
Summarize
Evaluate
Perspective
Claim
Reasoning
Evidence
Debate
Stance
Structure
Sequence
Purpose
Close Reading

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can use a mixture of my own opinion and research to

write an argumentative writing piece.

S2 I can make a claim and back it up with substantiated
reasons and evidence.

S3 I can provide a conclusion that sums up my argument.

S4 I can use close reading strategies to find relevant
information about themes, settings, characters, and
symbols in order to back up my argument.

S5 I can draft, revise, edit, and publish a writing piece.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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